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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to application filed on Dec. 6, 2000. Claims 1-39 are 
pending examination. 

Specification 

2. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

3. Pages 8 and 9 do not state the related application numbers. Updated list of 
related application numbers are required to be submitted by applicant. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-12, 19, 25, 30, 32-35, 38 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Parthasarathy et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,347,398 (referred to 
hereafter as Parthasarathy). 

As to claim 1, Parthasarathy teaches a method of processing a multi-media 
editing project comprising: 
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generating a request for one or more multi-media files for use in a multi-media 
editing project, the request being generated by a user computer that comprises part of a 
network where multi-media files are maintained in a network-accessible location (see * 
col. 8 lines 10-35 and col. 7 lines 14-25); 

intercepting the request (see col. 8 lines 19-24); 

ascertaining whether a requested multi-media file is located on the user 
computer (see col. 8 lines 25-28); 

retrieving the multi-media file if the file is located on the user computer (see col. 8 
lines 25-35); and 

seeking the requested file from the network-accessible location if the multi-media 
file is not located on the user computer (see col. 8 lines 25-35). 

As to claim 2, Parthasarathy teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising 
asking a user to designate a local directory if a requested file is not found on the user 
computer (see col. 7 lines 65-col. 8 lines 12). 

As to claim 3, Parthasarathy teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising 
asking a user to designate a local directory if a requested file is not found on the user 
computer, and then searching for the requested file in a designated local directory 
before seeking the requested file from the network-accessible location (see col. 7 lines 
65-col. 8 lines 12 and lines 25-28). 

As to claim 4, Parthasarathy teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said 
ascertaining comprises checking various predetermined file directories on the 
computer's hard drive (see col. 7 lines 3-25). 
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As to claim 5, Parthasarathy teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein said 
ascertaining comprises: maintaining a list of directories where multi-media files have 
been stored in the past; and checking directories on the list for the requested one or 
more files (see col. 7 lines 3-25 and col. 27 lines 1-37). 

As to claim 6, Parthasarathy teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein said 
ascertaining comprises: maintaining a list of directories where multi-media files are 
stored; and checking directories on the list for the requested one or more files (see col. 
7 lines 3-25 and col. 27 lines 1 -37). 

As to claim 7, Parthasarathy teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein said 
ascertaining comprises: maintaining a list of directories where multi-media files have 
been stored in the past or are presently stored; and checking directories on the list for 
the requested one or more files (see col. 7 lines 3-25 and col. 27 lines 1-37). 

As to claim 8, Parthasarathy teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising: 
maintaining a list of directories where multi-media files are stored; and updating the list 
responsive to receiving and storing a multi-media file in a local directory that is not on 
the list (see col. 7 lines 3-25 and col. 27 lines 1-37). 

As to claim 9, Parthasarathy teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising: 
maintaining a list of directories where multi-media files are stored; and updating the list 
responsive to a user designating a local directory that is not on the list (see col. 7 lines 
3-25 and col. 27 lines 1-37). 
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As to claim 10, Parthasarathy teaches one or more computer-readable media 
having computer-readable instructions thereon which, when executed by a computer, 
implement the method of claim 1 (see col. 8 lines 10-35). 

As to claim 1 1 , Parthasarathy teaches a multi-media project editing application 
configured for execution on a user computer, the application being configured to 
implement the method of claim 1 (see col. 8 lines 10-35). 

As to claim 12, Parthasarathy teaches a method of processing a multi-media 
editing project comprising: 

maintaining information on a local computer that comprises part of a network 
having multiple computers, said information being associated with multi-media files that 
are maintained in a network-accessible location and that can be temporarily stored on 
the local computer's hard drive (see col. 8 lines 10-35 and col. 7 lines 14-25); and 

responsive to a request to retrieve a multi-media file from the network-accessible 
location, using the information to attempt to locate the requested file on the local 
computer's hard drive before attempting to retrieve the file in the network-accessible 
location (see col. 8 lines 10-35 and col. 7 lines 14-25). 

As to claim 19, Parthasarathy teaches one or more computer-readable media 
having computer-readable instructions thereon which, when executed by a computer, 
cause the computer to: 

maintain a list on a local computer that comprises part of a network having 
multiple computers, said list being used to determine which local directories have been 
used in the past, or are currently being used to stored multi-media files that are 
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maintained in a network-accessible location (see col. 8 lines 10-35 and col. 7 lines 14- 
25); and 

responsive to a request to retrieve a multi-media file from the network-accessible 
location, use the list to first attempt to locate the requested file on the local computer's 
hard drive (see col. 8 lines 10-35 and col. 7 lines 14-25). 

As to claim 25, Parthasarathy teaches a method of processing a multi-media 
editing project comprising: 

receiving one or more multi-media files from a network-accessible location; 

locally storing the one or more multi-media files in a local directory on a user 
computer for use in a multi-media editing project (see col. 8 lines 10-35 and col. 7 lines 
14-25); 

updating a list of local directories that contain or have contained multi-media files 
in the past in the event that the one or more multi-media files are stored in a local 
directory that is not contained in the list (see col. 8 lines 10-35 and col. 7 lines 14-25); 

responsive to receiving a request for a multi-media file that is maintained in the 
network-accessible location (see col. 8 lines 10-35 and col. 7 lines 14-25): 

first checking in all of the local directories on the list of local directories for the 
requested file (see col. 8 lines 10-35 and col. 7 lines 14-25); and 

second checking the network-accessible location for the requested file in the 
event the requested file is not found locally (see col. 8 lines 10-35 and col. 7 lines 14- 
25). 
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As to claim 30, Parthasarathy teaches one or more computer-readable media 
having computer-readable instructions thereon which, when executed by a computer, 
cause the computer to: 

maintain a list of local directories that are or have been used to store multi-media 
files on a local user computer, the multi-media files being accessible from a network 
storage location (see col. 8 lines 10-35 and col. 7 lines 14-25); 

generate a request for a multi-media file that is accessible from a network 
storage location, the request being intended for use in retrieving a multi-media file from 
the network accessible storage location; 

intercept the request; 

ascertain a requested file from the request; 

first, determine whether the requested file is locally available by checking all of 
the local directories maintained on the list and retrieve the requested file from a local 
directory if the file is locally maintained (see col. 8 lines 10-35 and col. 7 lines 14-25); 

second, seek the requested file from the network storage location if the file is not 
locally maintained (see col. 8 lines 10-35 and col. 7 lines 14-25); 

store the requested file in a local directory if the requested file is retrieved from 
the network storage location (see col. 8 lines 10-35 and col. 7 lines 14-25)n; and 

update the list to reflect the local directory if the local directory in which the 
requested file is stored is not on the list (see col. 8 lines 10-35 and col. 7 lines 14-25). 

As to claim 32, Parthasarathy teaches a multi-media editing system comprising: 
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a multi-media file locator object configured to intercept network-bound requests 
for multi-media files and determine whether requested files are locally maintained on a 
user computer (see col. 8 lines 10-35 and col. 7 lines 14-25); and 

a list associated with the file locator object and referencing local file directories 
on the user computer where multi-media files are stored, the list being used by the file 
locator object to determine whether requested files are locally maintained on the user 
computer (see col. 8 lines 10-35 and col. 7 lines 14-25). 

As to claim 33, Parthasarathy teaches the system of claim 32, wherein the list 
references local file directories where files have been maintained in the past (see col. 7 
lines 3-25 and col. 27 lines 1-37). 

As to claim 34, Parthasarathy teaches the system of claim 32, wherein the 
locator object is configured to update the list (see col. 7 lines 3-25 and col. 27 lines 1- 
37). 

As to claim 35, Parthasarathy teaches the system of claim 32, wherein the 
locator object is configured to update the list responsive to a multi-media file being 
stored in a local directory where multi-media files have not been stored before (see col. 
7 lines 3-25 and col. 27 lines 1-37). 

As to claim 38, Parthasarathy teaches the system of claim 32, wherein the 
locator object comprises a COM object (see col. 6 lines 25-67). 

As to claim 39, Parthasarathy teaches the system of claim 32, wherein the 
locator object comprises an object-oriented object (see col. 6 lines 25-67). 
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5. Claims 1 3-1 8, 20-24, 26-29, 31 , 36 and 37 do not teach or define any additional 
limitation over claims 1-12, 19, 25, 30 and 32-35 and therefore are rejected for similar 
reasons. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

- System For Manipulating And Updating Data Objects With Remote Data Sources 
Automatically And Seamlessly by Toh et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,128,652. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hussein A El-chanti whose telephone number is 
(703)305-4652. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (703)308-7562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Hussein El-chanti 

March 8, 2004 
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